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PREFACE. 


The deep interest produced throughout the nation since the 


publication of the documents transmitted to the House of Rep- 


resentatives by the War Department, has induced Colonel Polk 
to publish in the Baltimore Republican and United States Tele- 
graph, 4 vindication of General Jackson. It is designed to ex- 
amine the arguments and facts contained in this defence of Gen. 
Jackson. It is due to Colonel Polk to say, that he has embodied 
in his address all that has been or can be said in justification of 
the execution of these men. Colonel Polk is, in this dialogue, 


made to use his own arguments, and the private to reply to 


"them. Thus, a full view of the whole ground is presented to 
the reader. 


Col. Polk, it is hoped, is treated with all that respect which 
- he is so justly entitled to, . 
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` Privata, The friends of truth, civil liberty and hug oie 
a gentleman of. your acquirements has~“hseumed here, at the mà 
neral government, where you can avail yourself of the college 
your political associates the viridication of Gen. Jackson. 98€ — "^ 
or: Pour. ae ke the Heny N General Jyek E saides, bá 
ing his personal friend, I have assum t ‘on myself. No miik 
ever been more misrepresented and andere. by his political enemies Ti 


am. dco. d " d j j 
RIVATE. Pardon me, there sre men in this nation, 
citizens, whose whole lives have been actively at home se 4 tony l 


in vindicating its honorand promoting its prosperity, Whe have been more bast 
?jstandered than Gen. Jackson; misrepresented and slandered even by him -- 
without the semblance of truth. You well know, that, forgetting what he owed to 
his own dignity, and goaded on by disappointed pride and vauiting ambitién 
he became the public accuser and fraducer of successful rivali ated 
Mr. Clay and his friends with bti ae insidious attack oii iiep 
and political integrity, and gave up the name of Mr. Buchanan &s the pérdeg 
to prove that such dishonorable overtures were made, You know that Mr. 
Buchanan has denied, both in his address to the public and on thé Hey 


hy 


to the distinguished stations they now occupy, by co ma, by rams 


falsehood of theimputation. You know that the partizans of G i 
ewspa port 
You tit 


of this while representing its interest. 
Court, Nos Ubfhyed by a vile slanderer, high TEM 
party, with pl do ettrifice the chastity of an ARa 
rotection, tà te Paperia! lust of the Emperor of all the Rubies, — ..— 
ackson hea been slandered, they who respect our national citar 
_ plain of oe ita aon of thr press, but ingithetehe ner K= 
i right to complain if his own materiel of WAMBel warfaré, hgs” 
"power shili 


against himselfs and if his aspirations after: ai 
ie Mr wed means which he applied to the destra 
vals, whdee political nation precede hi 


iit. Pork. I am surprised thet anf sandid and intel] 


mg Mr b should doubt General Jacke 
tion of the militi men, . cu " 
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Prvarr.. This remark excites no surprize in me. Viewing his conduct 
as you do, through the medium of personal attachment and state pride, excited 
by the collisions of party accrimony, I can readily ote you deem all to 
be divested of candour and intelligence, who do not, like you, applaud this 
deed, and believe all to have candour and intelligence, who see nothing in this 
tragedy but a display of that Roman virtue which would sacrifice a child at 
the shrine of the public safety. Rely on it, there are ‘ candid and intelligent 
men,” not swayed by personal attachment; free from sectional pride, who de- 
nounce the execution of these unprotected -militia men, as lawless, unprece- 

` dented and sanguinary, Pardon the strength of this language. J design not 

to be offensive to you. Such a topic would wari the heart of an anchorite and 
soften that of a misanthrope. 

Ger. Porx. My object is to convince you. The warmth of your language, 

Tam sure, is not to give offence: ** you will recollect that from the great dis- 

tance of the seat of Government from the seat of war; in the south, great de- 

hrs and incalculable injury to the country must have been the consequence 

of waiting orders from Government, in every instance: where militia drafts 

became necessary; the Secretary of War therefore wrote on the 11th of Janu- 


-— 


ary, 1814, to the Governor of Tennessee, authorising him to ‘supply by = 


militia drafts, or by volunteers, any deficiency which may arrise in the militia 
divisions under the command of Major General Jackson, and without referring 
on this head to this Department. It may be well that your pna should 
consult General.Pinckney on such occasions, as he can best judge of the whole 
number necessary to the attainment of the public objects." Here was a dis- 
cretionary power given to the Governor of Tennessse, to call out such portion 
of the Tennessee militia, without waiting for further or specific orders from the 

Department of War, as he might deem necssary to supply any deficiency of 
troops under General Jackson's command. This discretion vested in the Go- 
vernor was unlimited, with the exception of the suggestion, that it might be 
well for him to consult General Pinckney, who was at that-time, the comman- 
der in chief of the army in that section of the Union.” 

. Private. If. you mean by the word unlimited to convey the idea that a 
discretionary power as to the period of service for which the militia might be 
called out, was transferred by the order to Governor Blount, I do not assent 
to the proposition. . I 

Cor Pots. Ido contend that under the fair contruction of this order, Go- 
vernor Blount was cloathed with a latitude of discretion as to the term of 
service. 

Private. It then appears, that you and the Military Committee of the 
House of Representatives, composed of the friends of General Jackson, rel 
on this order for the legality of these executions. If this construction of this 
order be not a fair one, you must concede, that there is no other aspect, in 


which they can be legalised. Let us see what has been the legislation of Con- 


gress on the uc of the term of service. 

-c -By the Act of 1795, entitled an Act to provide for calling forth the militia 
to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrection and repel invasions, 
and so forth. It is provided, **that no officer or private of the militia, shall 
be compelled to serve morethan three months after his arrival at the place of 

'xendezvous.?? i r : 

By the Act of 1812, to authorise a detachment from the militia of the Uni- 
ted States, itis provided that the officers and privates detached under this law, 
may be compelled to serve syx months. This law was to be in force for two 
years: it expired on the 10th of April, 1814. d 

On the 18th of April, 1814, a Supplement to the first law, passed, by which 
it is provided, that the militia called into service by the Act of 1795, if, in 


the opinion of the President, the public interest required it, may be compelled 
to serve for'a term not exceeding six months. 
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This discretion could only be exercised by the President, and when he did — 
not deem it expedient to exercise it, the men could only be detained for three i 
months; but this contingent exercise o£ power might be exercised by the Pre-: D 
sident, after the men were called out, atany time before the three months after 
the men had rendezvoused had elapsed. 

I regret, sir, that you have attempted to impose on my intelligence by ar- 
guing that, by this order of the 11th January, 1814, the President delegated Po 
to Governor Blount a latitude of discretion as tothe period of service; which 
latitude was not then vested in the President, which the President never. 
could have anticipated would have been transferred to him, and which was l 
never transferred tohim until three months thereafter by the act of 1814. — 

That this letter had no relation to the length of service, is satisfactorily 
established by the letter of the Secretary of War, dated on the 3d' day of 
January, 1814, to Governor Blount, only eight days before the letter of the — - ` M 

E  lithot January, in which he says, *that the militia may be considered as 
j 2 having been called out under the law of 1795, which limits the service for i 
M ¿hree months, The President is more disposed to make this decision, as the $ 
State law provides that a period of three montks shall be deemed a tour of 
= duty ; and as the spirit and patriotism of ‘Tennessee leaves no doubt but that 
a succession of EE competent to the object of the Government, willbe regu- 
larly provided.” "Thus, the President, in respect to the feelings and habits 
ofthe Tennesseans, as represented and pressed on him by Governor Blount, 
limited the setvices of the militia to a three months tour of duty, although the 
law then authorized him to continue the militia in service for six months. A P 
How preposterous, therefore, it is to argue that the President, within eight" MOS 
days after the above letter, intended to confer on Governor Blouut the discre- 
tionary power to order them out for six months. ) 

The grammatical construction of the order confines the latitude of discre 
tion conferred by the President on Governor Blount, to the number of men to 
be called into service: : eT 

According to the practice of the General Government, unless the militia of 
the State is called into service by a requisition from the War Department, or 00, y 
the War Department subsequently approbates the employment of the militia : 
ordered out by a governor, the General Government 1s not bound to pay the 
militia thus called into service. You have justly said.“ that the great distance 
of the theatre of the war from. Washington, rendered it alike inconvenienf, 
and dangerous to tlie public service to wait orders in every instance from 
Washington, .when militia drafts became necessary.” To guard, therefore, 
against this necessity of applying there for a requisition of drafts, (**or, iu 
other words, for men,”’) it was deemed expedient, in the War Department, 
to vest the power of deciding on the number of men to be ordered out, in Go- 
vernor Blount. ' TA 2 

d... ` Let us now examine the order of the 11th January, 1814. 


- 


- 


The Secretary of War to Governor Blount. 
Wan Derarntment, January 11, 1814. 


Sin: You are authorized fo supply, by militia drafts, or by volunteers, any 
deficiency which may arise in the militia division undér the command of Major 
General Jackson, and without referring on this head to this Department. It 
may be well that your Excellency should consult General Pinckney on such 
occasion, as he can best judge of the whole number necessary to the attainment 


ic objects. 1 have the honor, &c. 
of the public objects nave the $ ARETON G 


e mman —— E 


His Excellency the Govenxox or TENNESSEE. 
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"Thus, the anticipated deficiency of men in the militia division under Gene- 


ral Jackson, may be supplied by militia drafts or volunteers, without referring, 


on this Acad, to this Departmennt; that is, yow need not consult this Depart- : 


ment on the number of men which the service may requires but you may sup- 
ply such want of men by drafting the rumbers requisite, from the militia or 
receive volunteers; buf, on ‘* such occasions,” that is, upon such deficien- 
cy of men, you will consult General Pinckney, who can best judge of the whole 
number of men necessary for the attainment of the public objects; that is, 


as Major General Pinckney knows how many men will be necessary, you had ` 


better consult him before you determine on the number of men you order out. 
Again, on January 31, 1814, he writes: 


The Secretary of War to Governor Blount. 


Wan DzrAnrMENT, January 31, 1814. | 


I have had the honor to receive your Excellency’s letter of the 5th inst. 
My letter of the 11th will have anticipated your inquiries relative to ficrZher 
detachments of militia. : 
The attention of the Paymaster of the Army will be particularly directed to 
the payment of the troops who have been in service from Tennessee. 
J. ARMSTRONG. 
His Excellency the Governor or TENNESSEE. a 


"Thus, sir, you see that in neitber of these orders is there a suggestion in re- 
lation to the duration of the service—the quantity of the force, notits quality ; 
the number of the men, not the character of the service, are the only questions 
upou which they profess to speak. l 

This restrictive construction of these orders, as to men, is sustained by 
Governor Blount in his own official communications. » > 

On the 20th of May, 1814, Governor Blount made his requisition on Gen. 
Jackson for 1000 infantry. It was under this requisition that those ill fated 
militia-men were called into service: 5* You will, without delay, order ont one 
thousand militia infantry, of the 2d division, for the term of SIX months, un- 
less sooner discharged by order of the President of the United States: or 

ou may accept a tender of service of the above number of volunteer infan- 
try, from the 2d division, for the aforesaid term, for the purpose of garrison- 
ing the said posts, at your option ; which latitude, in relation to calls for men 
to act against the Creeks, in furtherance of the views -of Government in that 
behalf, is given to tne, by instructions from the War Department.” i 

This order prescribes the period of service and the number of men. As to 
the length of service, he professes to have no latitude, but says, as to men, 
alatitude was given to him by the War Department. 

Cor. Poir. But Gov. Blount, in a letter to the War Department, on the 
19th of October, 1814, says, in reference to this very detachment, **there aré 
in service, from this State, 1000 men : they were ordered out for six months, 
and have nearly three months yet to serve.” 

Privare. If this letter is referred to as shewing that the War Depart- 
ment, on the 19th of October, 1814, recognized the requisition made by Gov , 
Blount for six months, you shall have the whole advantage of the argument. 
Y understand it to be this : that, on the 24th of May, they were ordered into 
service to rendezvous on the 20th of June, 1814, and that although they were, 
under the then existing law, entitled to their discharge on the 20th of Septem- 
ber, unless the President, should be of opinion that the public service required 
them to remain six months, and had announced such an opinion ; yet that the 
President, by not ordering them to be disbanded on the receipt of Governor 
Blount’s letter, virtually admitted that, in his opinion, the public service re- 
quired that they should be continued in service six months, - 


* 
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I shall not undertake to say to what degree this implied recognition by the 
President of the requisition for six months, legalized the detention of the men 
then in service for six months. > 
But, sir, recollect that this implied recognition for which you contend, was 
one month after tlie'20th of September, when their period of service for three 
months, under the law, had expired, unless the President, before then, had 
announced that, in his opinion, the public interest required that they should 
remain in service for six months, and, therefore, cannot by relation legalize 


the execution of those men who returned home before this implied recogni- ' 


tion. z 
Humanity and the constitution of the United States alike deny the right in 
e supreme power to declare an act illegal and criminal which, when done, 
was both legal and innocent. ' 
I hope that I have shown you, that, from an attentive examination of the 
laws in relation to the militia when the order of 11th January, 1814, was is- 


„Sued; fram the evils resulting from the necessity of referring to the War De- 


" 


pn for supplies of men, and which it was intended should be corrected 
y that order ; from its grammatical arrangement, and from the contempora- 
neous construction of it " Governor Blount, that the latitude of discretion 
was exclusively restrained to the number of men whom it might be deemed 
prudent to call into the field at the expense of the National Government. 
"Cor. Pork. ‘It was, sir, however, no part of Gen. Jackson's right or duty 
to question the authority of Governor -Blount's order commanding the men 
out for six months. He was then a General in the militia of Tennessee, and, 
38 such, was bound to obey the orders of his superior officer.” 
“Private. Inthe ardor of controvesy, and in your anxiety to vindicate 
General Jackson from the charge of executing these men contrary to law, 
you have pronounced on your friend a severe reproof. ~ I agree with y t 
it is neither the right nor the duty of an interior officer to question th t 
comniands ofhis superior. In this we differ from Gerieral Jackson, and I fear 
that he will not thank you for asserting that it was his duty to obey any order, 
issuing either from the commander-in-chief or imposed by the constitution. 
** He acknowleges no liege lord, in his bosom reigns anothér monarch, self-will; 
sole judge of itself.” Did he not deem it his right and duty to disobey the 
order of the Secretary of War, dated on the 5th of January, 1813, orderi 
him to disband his troops, and to deliver over the public stores to Genera 
Wilkinson? Did he not communicate this disobedience of orders in a most 
rude and insulting letter to the Secretary of War? Has not his biographer 
etilogized him for this insubordination? Did he not issue a general order to 
his military divisions, forbidding the officers in it to obey any order from the 


President, unless such order went through him? and did he not offer to prove, | 


by battle with General Scott, that it was both his * right and duty’ to cause 
the orders of the President to be thus disobeyed ? Yet, when the lives of six 
human beings, his own countrymen, were in his hands, it was not his ngo 
his duty to examine if, under the law of the land, the order by which these 
men were drafted into the service was legal! 

"But even if itbe conceded that Gen. Jackson was bound to obey the order 


` to call the men into service for six months, and that Gov. Blount supposed 
or six 


that he was authorized, on the 20th of May, to order them into service 
months, yetthis duty upon the part of Gen. Jackson, and this belief of Gover- 
nor Blount, cannot, do not, establish the legality of their executton: that de- 
pends on the written Jaw, not on the sense of duty—not on the belief of any 
inan, ae i ê 

Cor.Porx. ‘These men were mustered into service for six months; they 
knew they were so mustered; they were paid for six months’ services the 
muster rolls show on their face that they were mustered for six months, 
With these incontrovertible facts staring you in the face, you, although & vio: 
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lent partizan cahnot longer contend. that the “six militiamen” were bound to 
serve only three months,” : . PM | 
_Privare. The question of legality is mot touched by these incontrovertible 
facts j they only prove that they were mustered for six months, and that they 
were paid for six months $ yet they do not prove that because they were so mus- 
tered and paid, that, therefore, they were bound to serve siz months. The very 
subject of discussion is the order of Gov. Blount, and the acts and doings 
were, under that order, sanctioned by the existing law of Congress. It does not 


come your professional reputation to contend that these ordérs and doings , 


were legal, because they were issued, and acts done under them, instead of 

referring to the Jaw which made these acts and doings legal — 

Cor. Porx. ‘There isa fact connectéd with this ras e which I shall here 
take the liberty to state the ocder of. Governor Blount of the 20th May, 1814, 
General Jackson’s requisition of the 24th of May; are not among the docu- 
ments sent to the House under the call made by Mr. Sloan. Gov. Blount 
swears that he forwarded his order. I have no doubt General Jackson for- 

. warded his. Are they in a recess in. the Department? I state the fact that 
they are not among the documents communicated to Congress, and you will 
. Judge = 0 ee z 

RIVATE. JI pray you pardon me for saying that the insinuation is .wnbe- 
coming you.: You cannot believe in this uncharitable implication of the Sec- 
‘retary of War s. you do. not believe ‘that he has suppressed these documents, 
It is passing strange that, at the very moment you so pathetically deplore the 
bitterness of invective against Gen. Jackson, that you should scatter most li- 
berally the seeds of distrust against the moral integrity of the Secretary, by in- 
sinuations calculated to induce a belief that, notwithstanding his oath of office, 
hé aupprersed documents essential to the vindication of the fame of Gen. Jack- 
son, ` De you not know, from your pwit Congressional experience, that many, 
very many original communications, are not to be found in the different bu- 
reaus to which they were directed?  Do'you not know that this is emphatical- 
ly the case in relation to the War Department, about the period.of 1813 ‘and 
1814? Do you, not know that your own delegation applied years since to that 
Department for elas of documents required in the compilation of.the hiogra- 
phy of General Jackson, which could not be found? Js it charitable, is 

: it magnanimous, for you, sir, with this knowledge, to ig es poison the 
public judgment against a prominent officer, and à citizen aoe in 
private life for his pny virtues? ' From this time I pray you, Col, Polk, 
cease to invoke the public hatred against those who seek, without just cause, 
the destruction of private character and of public confidence in public men. ' 

Jf 1 could consent to indulge in uncharitable surmises, might [not say that 
the very fact stated by Governor Blount, that he furnished this very order 
from his own private 
that inasmuch as it could not be found among the'archives belonging to thé 
Government of the State of Tennessee, (where it ought to have been, iP it ever 
had ana that, therefore, it never was issuéd by him. I regret too much 

. the want of confidence shown by you in public men to follow-your example. 
This fact is alluded to point out to you thé danger of implicating the‘ integrity 

, ef public men on such slender grounds. - ed 

Cox. Pork. 66 That subordination must exist, and that. examples must acca- 

: sionally be made to insure safety in our army, all past experience haá proved.” 

One I will notice that isin. point. It occurred "nder that great and goad 

» , man, General Washington. ‘In a letter from Geherat Washington tò Robert 
Morris, dated ** Head Quarters, May 17th, 1782,” he gives an account of if 

. in these words : ** Minds soured by-distresées are easily rankled $ as a ápeci- 
men of it, the privates of the Connecticut litte were, ‘tite other day, npon the 
eve of a general mutiny ; the vigilance of the officers‘ discovered it a few 


Es D 


urean, is suspicious, and calculated to indüce a belief, . - 


“a 


i * 
9 m 
cuted. : n 
Private. It is too true; x part of the Connecticut line did mutiny. 
They did not claim te be discharged wpon the ground that their period of ser» 
vice had expired ; they were enlisted soldiers, received their bounty, ands in 
violation of their faith and contract, attempted £o march off with arma in their 
: Bands. A gallant officer opposed himself to their march 3 the sergeant atthe 
head of the mutineers, equally as decided as the officer, refused to susteuililis 
ner advanced, transfixed each other with the bayonet and the sword, d da 
1ge lees. : D "m 
Oh! Col, Polk, do not attempt to impose on us by referring to the necessity 
for, and the punishment of, thia outrageous mutiny of regularsas being a pre- 
' cedent set by Washington, to vindicate the execution of a militia-man ignorant 
‘of the law, seeking for information when his tour of duty would expire, be- 
lieving that it had expired, delivering up his musket, taking a reoetgt from his 
captain for it, going four or five hundred miles home, there receiving informa- 
‘tion that possibly his tour of duty had not expired, and returning to éump to 
-resume his military duties. Tell us not, I pray you, that the punishment of 
ihe Connecticut mutineers isa case in point. While arguing away the Bber- 
‘Hes ofthe militia when in service, I trust that in time of peace, mors especial- 
ly un the eve of an important election, that yon will not treat them as fools, 
'&5 ideots, as every thing but rational men. ‘When in service, we are to be 
treated as slaves and bondsmen 3 in"peace, as ideots or dolts. : 
Parvars. Iupbraid not the law with severity in attaching the crime of 
death to certain offences ; cases have arisen, and will arise, where the punish- 
‘ment may be properly inflicted. The question between Gen. Jackéom aud 
the rank and fle ofthe American people, is, were the offendes committed by 
„the ** six militla-men” of the character requiring such a bloody punishment 2 
ey deserted not to the enam; they deserted wet: foe dag ta 
country; they deserted not in battle from cowardice; they desertetl: nut to de 
fraud the Government of the bounty advanced to them; the? were hot: woltm- 
‘tears; they were not enlisted soldiers; they were drafted militia, not bound to 
serve one hour longer than the period appointed by tows aud having aright, as 
every free man in this country has, df thinking and speaking on his Tights; 
:and believing conscientiously from information derived from others, that their 
term’ of service would expire on the 20th of September: they, on the 1Dib, 
said they would go home, and on the 20th did go home, and from. in- 
formation,after they had reached home, that they might have erred dog té- 
Turned to the camp with“ contrite hearta,” offering and willing to do duty; yet 
those men were shot. You talk of military executions during the revolution 


as establishing precedents, justifying these executions. T challe Mig 


Sir, with all the researches of your friends throughout the Union, te find one 

‘solitary instance where men were executed for an assertion of what they deeme 
ed their egal rights. No such decree written, like Draws laws, in dig» 
graces the military annals of that glorious period. — 

Gor. Pork, **Ihave written a letter to Gen, Gaines, to learn from him; 
if during the late war he knew of any executions by sentence of court martial, 
either of regulars or militia, aüd he says he knew that the regulara were shot 
for desertion, he knows of no milita man that was shot.” > 

Private, Why, Sir, we wanted not the authority of General Gaines, for 

pethat many were shot for desertion, who had received 


such a fact, it is noteciggmthe 
the bounty, in some Igginginss, of one hundred dellars, and who, to defraud 


government, did How unlike, in moral tarpitude, are these cases 
of desertion, from thosi,gt six militia men,” | from their homes 
without bounty, informed lr i d officers and other tha PR of servicé 
fad expired, and conscientiously believing that it had expired, they sajd ther 


a e X. 


houts before they were to parade; all the rin s have been tried d wre | 
xd : e eF. 


"uL 10 .. 
would go home, did ga home, and who, lest they might have erred retarned will- 
ing to do duty. "The first isa premeditated fraud, the latter an error of opinion 
npona question of great legal difficulty, even admitting that I have not convin- 
ced you that they could not be detained, under the law, for a longer period than 
t three months. You saythat General Gaines says that he knows of no militia 
‘man deserting. History, however, tells that mariy did desert, were tried and, 
` convicted and not one sentenced to death." Gen. Smyth, in page 288, 3 vol, 
of Niles’ Register, states, that six hundred of Gen, Tannehil’s brigade deserted 
'intwenty-four hours, You know that the militia, at the battle of ‘Queenstown, 
believing that that they could not be compelled to march beyond the limits of 
‘ the U.“ States, refused to crossinto Canada, and that the victory was really 
‘won, but lost for the want ofasmall reinforcement of these men thus refnsiug 
to cross, Yet, Sir, SERIE de universal burst of indignation that at- 
- tended their refusal to cross into Canada, do we hear that these men; the qu- 
* ¿hors of the loss of such a victory were tried, convicted and shoty- fo? this error 
of opinion. No, Sir, it is under the military command of your mereilesg chief- 
: tain, that error of opinion is treated with the same inexorable severity as^ de- 
` liberate, willful and premeditated desertion to the enemy, and such isthe deplo- 
rable influence of party spirit over the intelligence and patriotism of those en- 
* trusted with the protection of the ps that these unprecedented and san- 
.Buinary executions are vindicated. , 
^" Cor. Porx. The corps to which these militia men belonged was stationed 
: at Fort Jackson. Between the 10th and 30th of September, before the period 
" of three months had elapsed, an alarming mutiny took place. « Harris, whe 
Seems to have been the principal, several days before the mutiny, broke out, 
“carried a subscription about, taking down the names of those who were willing 
“to go home. In defiance of their officers commanding the post, they, on the 
"19th of Sept., 1813, violently and tumultuously assembled together, to the 
number of near two hundred, broke open the public stores, took out provisions, 
^demolistéd: the ‘bake house, shot down,beeves, and in the face of authority, 
-left the camp’ on-the next morning “ at. the reveille beat" yelling and firing 
senerene pans as they departed, proclaiming to all who would, to follow 
them. — ^ is , i 
> Privarz. The character of these executions contiot depend on any other 
"evidence than that upon which they were convicted, more especially such, 
. As may now be got up, if you call other testimony to their justification, you 
«yield thé point; for, by so doing, you admit that the testimony upon which 
they were convicted and executed does not justify their conviction or execu- 
tion. - 
Harris whom you liàve denounced as the ringleader, whose memory General 
Jackson has disgraced, by calling him (being a baptist preacher) a “ wolf in 
'sheep's clothing,’ was -tried for mutiny and connivance at mutiny. ,.A¢ you 
-and the Nashville Committee have selected-the case of Harris upon which te 
rest the vindication of Gen, Jackson, it is to be presumed that you and they 
think that. the facts stated in that trial afford as strong a vindication of Gen. 
Jackson, as the facts contained in any of the trials of these slaughtered men 
could possibly lo: I will now read to you the trial of Hanns. — — 


Cuarce Ist.—Murtiny.—Sricirfoation. In this: between the 10th and 

f 28th September, 1814, he went about through the camps, to get assigners te 
to fo home on the 20th September, 1814, and stated that he would soon-have 
larger’ gompany than Captain Kilpatrick; and, on the morning of the 19th 
‘September, he received: his proportionable part of the beef and flour that was 
“forcibly ‘taken, cooked it, and on the morning of the 20th September, 1814, 
at the end of the reveille-beat, marched off, yelling and firing his gun; and af- 

er arriving in the neighbourhood of Fort Strother, he stated that he would ré- 
take those that had been taken by Capt. Blackmore: 


E 


^ 


^ — 
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Cnance 2d,—Conmivina AT Motiny-—Spreciricarrox. In this: not re- 
“porting those who were of the mutinous party, as. required by the Rules and 
aries of War. To which charge and, specifications the prisoner plead Not 

uilty. 

_ + dbientenant Noah Bennett, a witness in behalf of the prosecution, bein 
sworn, states: That he saw the prisoner, on the 19th September, 1814, wi 
3 paper containing a good many names, and the prisoner informed hinf he 
“only set down such men’a names as directed him to do so,:that those 
who were present said it was a list of men’s names to draw provisions to 
go home,on the 20th; that the prisóner was one of the mutinous party who 
. marched off on the morning of the 20th, that he belonged to the same com- 
„pany, and believes the prisoner never reported any of the mutinous party, 
-as required by the Rules and Articles of War; that the prisoner was un- 
der his immediate command on the 19th ee and that he behaved him- 
self, as usual, well, until the evening, when he saw him with the paper descri- 
bed heretofore. : 

John H. Hogan, a witness in behalf of the prosecution, being 8worn, states: 
-That he stw the prisoner with a paper, setting down such men’s names as in- 
. tended-drawing provision for the purpose of going ipe gne on the morn- 
ing of the 20th September, he saw the prisoner march off with the mutinous 


rty. Ži; 
P MU Husbands, a private of Captain Kilpatrick's, company, a witness in 
+ behalf of the defendant, being sworn, states: That he saw the prisoner gome 
_time previous to the 20th September, with a paper, setting down such men's 
names as infended going home; that the prisoner did not appear to-be using. 
any persuasion, and stated it was right some should remain at the fort; 
that he would soon have a larger party than Captain Kilpatrick; and believes 


the 20th. : : ids Vide spe 3 
,. John Johnson, a private in "Captain McKay's com y, a witness in be- 
half of the prosecution, being sworn, states: 
the month of August, he heard the prisoner say that tbere was no law to 
compel the men to stay in service longer than three months ; that he 
was a man of spirit, and would mot stay longer; that a considerable num- 
ber of ihe men would go then, and one who would refuse, he could see. 
.him bayoneted about six inches: that they would go up to the dig, or great 
n and shiver their muskets over his head; but not strike so hard as to 
ill him. 
The Court adjourned until to-morrow, 9 o'clock. Tq" 
The Court met pursuant to adjournment: Present, the President and mem- 
bers; and proceeded to the further examination of the witnesses.: 


4 


party 5 that the prisoner told him he did not suppe 


, that the prisoner did march off with the mutinous party, on the morning of 


t, while at Fort Jackson, in - 


+ 


A 


-Ension Daniel Kelly, a witness in^ behalf of the defendant, being -wwarn, - 
states: That the prisoner’ belonged to the same company, and wab frequently. 
nekr him, during August, and the beginning of Sept; that he generally behaved: 
himself well, and was obedient to his orders. oe 

James Smith, a private of" Liedterant Mitchell’s detachment, a witness in 
behalf of the defendant, being’ sworn, states: That the prisoner advised.him, 
Be eo oms with the mutinous partys; and believes went ‘himself on ihe. 
20th ent. > ' ` d Tos is AN DE E 

James Nelson, a private of Captain Mébane’s company, a witness in behalf 
of the defendant, being sworn, states: That he heard General Washington 
of Tennessee, say to the’ members. of the Court Martial, that: he did. not 
know whether the men were ordered out for a tour of three or six months; that 
he had wrote to the Governor, but had received no answer to his. letter on, 
that subject, : : i 

‘The prisoner states in his defence, that he was totally unacquainted with 
the nature of militia service; that had frequently heard his officers say they 
knew of no law. compelling militia to remain in service longer then three 
months ; and, from the opinion of other men of respectability and information, 
conceivéd his term of service had expired; returned his gun to his Captain, under 
that impression, took up che receipt he had given for it, and departed from Fort 
Jackson, conscious of having discharged his duty. 

Tie Court, after mature consideration on the evidence adduced, find the 
prisoner guilty as charged, with the exception of yelling and firing his gun, and. 


, sdying he would retake those who had been taken hy Capt, Blackmore, and 


sentence him to receive: the punishment of death by shooting. 
‘In addition to the facts appearing on the face of the record, it does ap- 


: pear fromthe whole correspondence between Governor Blount and the Se- 


cretary of War, that the general impression throughout the State of Tennes- 
see, was. that the regular tour of militia duty was three months, and that Ge- 
neral Jackson solictted Governor Blount to extend the time for.six months, 
who had pertinaciously resisted tis importunities to extend the term until lie, 
yielded to his solicitations and made the.requisition of May, 1814. 


Governor Blount, in his letter of.the 10th of December, 1813, to the Secre. 
tary of war, writes ~ ' 


‘The second, I understand, are of opinion that their term of service will 
expire at theend of three months from their entrance into service; that time 
being considered by the militia law of this State, passed prior to the act of 
Gongress under which the detachment was.made, as a tour of duty.” . 


In hia letter. of the 24th of December, 1813, he writes: 


- General Jackson also infoms me, that the militia and volunteers who were 
ordered-out under his and GeneralCocke's command, upon the present cam- 
paign, ** are d bis with a belief that they should not be required.or ex- 
pected toserve longer than three months” from their entrance into service, 
many of whom, d served that long, having gone home, he fears that his 
force will bein a few days reduced taa very small number, with whom, how- 
“ever, he proposes remaining at Fort Strother, or Coosa, until reinforced by 
drafted men from this States which draft there is no instructions from pro- 
per authority to cause to be made.? 


On the 22d of December he writes ‘to Gen.-Jackson. : A 


“ "Phe-unfortunate construction given by the troops, so generally respèct- 
ing their term of service, at this very interesting crisis in-public affairs, in this 
sectien of the Union, ia tó be lamented, but since it is the most generally, 
and likely to become almost the universal construction in the caimpa; and 
since there isno atthority vested here, that can be interposed, to give conne 
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ier current to the public opinion, with the prospect of effecting any perma- 
nent good to the service, or to the cause you are engaged ip ; and asit te like 
ly that my letter of the 10th instant will produce new orders for- a term of 
Service yet to commence, when under all circumstances, would: be most ju, 
dicious m Government to give, the better to effect the objects of the campnigh, 
and to oppose the British; and. that the President will be satisfied to con- 
gidér that the three months’ tour performed by your and by General Cocke's 
detachments, with so much good to the service, and with so much credit to` 
yourselves, may terminate the present campaign, I can think of pa better plan 
io pursue, so as to keep up the spirits of all; for when once militia, or any: 
other troops take into their heads that they have served their tour of düty, 
itis next to impossible to convince them thatio serve longer would be 
either just or laudable, and to attempt to keep up a force by voluntas 
ry enrolment without the authority of Government, would, as F fear, he 
a vain attempt, notwithstanding it would be highly laudable at (his time i£ 
it were practicable, patching up an army that way, would effect no permanent: 


gooth” 
: Fhe Secretary of War writes to Governor Blount on January 3, 1814, 


c: Tho militia may be considered as having been called out under the 
law of 1795, which limits the service to three months. The. President wc 
the more disposed fo make this decison, as the State laws provides thata 

eriod of three months shall be deemed a tour of duty, and as the spirit 
and patriotism of Tennessee leaves no doubt but that a succession of corpay- 
competent to the objects of Government, will be regularly provided.” 


Governor Blount again writes to the Secretary of War, January 5, 1814, 


The troops heretofore ordered out from this state on that expedition have 
ing performed a three months’ tour, and ^"ereby having, in their, opisfim, 
done their duty, (and there being no institictions tò the coffirary,y NÀvir 
mostly returned to their homes, is a reason why my order ‘was given, a 
from a sense of duty arising from my belief of the actual necessity of kee 
ing ad imposing force in this quarter for the safety of this frontier, and to 
meet the just expectations of Government in relation to an effective force” 
being in the field to effect the objects of the ipd ordered against 
the Greeks, The tour mentioned is more congenial to the ey and ex- 
pectations of militia ; hence, the better to promote the good of the service, 
thag term was mentioned, together with the hope that, in time, the cain- 

sign would be aver. The idea of a longer term to militia, who I be- 
fiere are -all alive to a sense of duty, and anxious for a vigorous and 
effectual prosecution of the campaign to a final accomplishment of the objects 
of Government, is disgusting; and, if required of them to perform a longer 
tour, their disappointment mightlead to greater evils, which it is very desira- 


ble to avoid.” | 
He writes on January, 3, 1814, to General Cocke, . f 
‘The tour of the militia called out from the 2d division will be for three 


months? actual service, if, in the opinion of the President, public good should 
require such term of service ” : 


Governor Blount issued his orders to the eldest Brigadier General of the 
94 division of the Tennessee militia, dated Sd January, 1814, RC 


“Sir: You will, without delay, cause two ihousand five hundred ef the 
militia of ree 2d division, ingen roD next for a to Es ay 
armed, an upped as the act of Congress respecting deta militia, 
passed. the 10th AY of April, 1812, requires, * fori ak of three month's ag- 
tual service of the Unitod States,” agains, the-hostile Creek Indians,to com- 
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mence from the time of their arrival at the place of rendezvous, in the gpinion 
of the President of the United States, public good should require such a length 
of service, . "^ " NEN 
Eaton, in his life of-General Tui We 106, says, that General Jackson 
writes to Governor Blount: **send me a force engaged for srx months and X 
will answer for the result; but withhold it, and all his lost; the reputation of 
the State, and yours and mine along with it. This letter had considerable 


- 3 f l 


` éffect with Governor Blóunt. 'On receiving it he immediately ordered from 


the 2nd division, two thousand five hundred of the militia for a tour of pix 
months. (this-was ii 1813, when the law was in force authorising a tour of duty 
for six inonths, but although the letter had ** considerable effect” on the Go- 
vernot, he would not attempt fo interfere with the settled views and wishes 
of the militia, ^ ^-^ ION i c ES 
, Butindependent of these uncontroverted facts, confirming the general 
belief throughout the State of Tennessee that the tour of duty for which the 
militia could be called into the field was for three months only, there is-posi- 
tive evidence that a portion of the officers informed the men that there .was 
no law by which-they could be detained longer than three months s and that 
others knew not under what law they were called out; and that others stated 
that they were called out under the law of 1812, (which had expired before 


they were.called out,) as the following extracts will prove : 


uy 


RCM t _ Extract from the trial of Captain Strother. 


. Francis Campory, a private of Capt. Strother’s company, a witness i be- 
half of the prosecution, being sworn, states: That, in passing by the Cap- 
tain’s tent, he heard some of the men ask Capt. Strother what would be the 
consequence were they to go home; to which he replied, that he had been 
looking, And could find no law compelling them to stay longer than "three 
months, ard that he did not know whether they would bé hurt-ornot. -` - 

Col. P, Pipkin, a witness in behalf of the defendant, being sworn, states: 
That Capt. Strother asked him, perhaps twenty or thirty days previous to the 
men’s going off from Fort Jackson, fo show him the law which compelled men 
to stay in service longer than three months s that he replied, it was notin his 
possession ; upon which the Captain stated, that $£ was his duty to know it. 

Major John €, Hicks, a witness in behalf the defendant, being sworn, 
states z ‘That, between the Ist and 10th of August; while at Fort Jackson, the 
accused. called at the Colonel’s tent, and said, that he would be glad to see 
any law which would compel men to stay in service longer than thrée months; 
when he got the Rules and Articles of War, and read them himself, and after 
he had borrowed and returned them, about the 16th, one of his sergeants call- 
ed to borrow it, and read the laws of April 10th, 1812, on the: subject of mili- 


tia term of servicé: immediately ‘afterwards there was material alteration in 


the sergeant’s behaviour; the sergeant engaged in conversation with some of 
the men on the same subject ; and that he was compelled to order the ser- 
geaht to desist using any such mutinous language. 


^ Yaskyou now to answer me upon the sincerity of à man of honor, had not 
Harris good xeagon to believe, from'tlie generally received impression of the 
State as. to the usual tour of ‘military duty; from the opinion of his officers 
and others ; from the indisposition of the Colonel of the regiment to shew the 
law by which they were to be detained forsix months; from the officers shew- 
ing the law of 1812, which had expired, as the authority for their detention 
that there was no law compelling them to serve longer than three months ; 


taken after four days’ notice of ins sentence, his wifemade a widow, and nine 


15 


‘children fatherless, The sanguinary character of this execution 1s increased 
if possible by the fact, that the men and officers sought information from the 
Colonel as to the law by which their actions were to be regulated, and he 
withheld it. The soldier, ignorant of bis rights, seeks information from-his 
commanding officer z he refuses to instruct him 3 the soldier acts without 
this information, asserts his rights, fróm the hest information that he could 
procure, and for thus doing, is put to an ignominous death!! Well pan the 
militia-man ever consent to reward with his vote for the Presidency the exe- 
cutioner of such doctrines, : j 

Cor, Pouk. I must repeat, subordination, sir, must exist in every army, 

_Paivare. Tagree with you in the abstract, but I presume you mean te 
give point to its Means and design, to argue that a militia-man must noz 
undertake to decide when his period of service does expire; hat must be Jeft 
to his eric officers and if he undertakes to talk of his rights by say- 
ing, on the 19th, that his term of service will be outupon the 20th, be is guilty 
of mutiny, for which he must suffer death, i 

I cannot but say, sir, if Lhave correctly understood you, that these passive 
doctrines become military tyrants: such slavish, debasing doctrines, sur- 
rounded by the terrors of death, are calculated to place the militia as tools in 

the hands of any military chieftain who should aim to prasp at the sovereign 
` power over the destinies of this people. The spirit of liberty encourages an 
independent exercise of opinion on constitutional rights as essential to the 
preservation of oux liberties, more especially in relation to the militia when in 
the field. A lust for authority prompts the officers to render them: vile ma- 
chines in their hands, while it is the duty of all to sustain a rigid discipline 
and subordination in the camp, it is equally our duty to encourage and sustain 
abecommg exercise of the constitutional right-in the. citizen to say when he is 
entitled to be removed from the ranks of his commander as the only safe, 
means of preventing ii citizen, when once in. the field, becoming the forced 
retainer of a daring, ambitious commander, who, like Cæsar, Cromwell, and 
Bonaparte, may turn the militia, when once embodied for the defence of the 
nation against foreign enemies, against the liberties of his own country, X 
am unwilling, by elevating General Jackson to the Presidency, to yield my- 
self upto his Generals ; and if I should dare to say when my period of service 
expires, subject myself to be shot for mutiny. . - A E 

Gen. Jackson and his advocates do not admit that a militia-man has any 
right. He would place him in the ranks as a fit tool for military despotism. 
g hese doctrines may suit orricers, they do not suit PRIVATES. 

: Cor. Porx. “The troops who remained at their post were subjected to 
much. exposure and fatigue, in consequence of the reduction of their numbers 
and left an mnn. post in the enemy’s country almost defenceless, 

Private, "This may be all true, yet they were not tried on.any such spe- 
cifications. It appears that the Secretary at War deemed it a wasteful ex- 


penditure of the public moncy to keep them in the field, and actually ordered 


all the militia to be disbanded, as appears by the following letter, dated the 
24th of May, 1814. i i 

ct If the hostile part of the Creeks-is really broken down ; if they‘aré pros- 

trated before us, and even begging from us the means of subsistenes ; and if 

‘ the friendly part of the nation has, in itself, any force and a friendly disposi 

tion to employ it, das of all these facts thereis no doubt,) why: were 

vice any portion of the militia? The 3d and 39th of the line (with the dhtend- 

. 4y Greeks) will be amply sufficient to cover the negotiation, and: that ar 

nated, {as you think it may be,) even these may be carmed promptly to” Nen 

“Orleans, where their services may be wanted." — . d nb i: 
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/* xtract ifa letter [roii ihe Secretary of War to General Jackson, dated 
" June 25, 1814. | bci. gi 


^ ELE 
no SU Phese remarks are meant to apply to xour argumennt for keeping up thel militia force 
, now in gcrvice inthe Creek country; and to farnish occasion to repegt wishes of, the that 


: President 
7 this force be diminished, and the whole oft discharged us early ax may constet with the intereat uf 
the publics ~ There are now S000 men of this description, core to hold tse gountiy against 
mp reas i $ Ei } 
1 tke tügitivos who. have escaped the destruction you have caused among emat ~- 


. Here we have the direct opinion of the President that the services of ‘the 
;^militia were no longer necessary. i te : ; 
^, Tf General Jackson had set an example of subordination, in obeying these 
Orders, these * six militia men’? would have been spared to their families; na- 
` tional honor would not have to be invoked to frown on the duthor of their 
| butchery, who has been frequently guilty of the most high handed and insult 
Ing opposition to the orders of his superiars, and escaped degradition "from 
` the influence of the renown acquired by him, from his fortunate’ victories, 
while he has punished with’ an unyielding severity the óbacure ‘unprotected 
privates for a departure from his orders, arising either from the INDISCRETION 
* ef youth or the mistaken notions of Lecar ricer, He who so frequently had 
_ cause to pray for mercy, from nis superiors, wao HAS been dealt within MERCY, 
never PRACTISED MERCY to the FRIENDLESS and ‘UNPROTECTED PRIVATES yet, 
_ he asks us to elevate him to the Presidency, and thus APPnonATE HIB CRUELTY 
> 30 u 8. ` * ^ ` NA a 
4 Cor. Porr. **As well might you censure the judge for pronouncing the sen- 
ence of the law òn the culprit, fairly condemned by a jury. of his country: as 
well might you censure the Executive of the Union, or of any of the States, for 
. Withholding from the condemned criminal a pardon, when he had not been re- 
` Sommeétided to mercy, and when no circumstance in his case could palliate his 
",stime,- as censure Jackson in this instance for withholding from these^six 
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"mudineerz a emission of their punishment. |. l 
^ -Prryats, There is as little of force as of novelty in this defence. "The 
. jury find, the facts, the judge awards.the senfence of the law; and if; in 

weining the guilt of the convicted, he pronounces a punishment outraging hu- 
, manitys because, not graduated according to the character of the crime, the 
's Moral sense ofthe community is shocked, because he has judicial powers, and, 
. it is his duty to know the evidence shewing the corruption of thé heart which 
induced the perpetration of the crime, the analogy between the commander and, 
the judge is complete ; for when the commander carries into execution an inhu- 
man anid revolting judgment inflicted by a court, as he has all the testimony 
before him upon which he is to act, (and if he doubts, it is his duty tô refer it, 
. to President,) he sanctions and adopts the judgment of the court martial, 
as his own. | ' i à : i s 
. But if the commander was, by the existing law, bound to execute the sen- 
tence of a court-martial, and had no discretion invested in him to inquire into 
~ the facts upon which the conviction was grounded and the sentence awarded, 

. 3 then the analogy between him and the Executive would be complete ; for like 
. the President, he then would have rio judicial power to review the facts upon 
. which the judgment was pronounced ; and he, as isthe President, would then, 
-aS & minjsterial officer, be only charged with ordering the execution of the 

court. By article 65 of thearticles of war, it is provided that no sentence of 

a, & court-martial shall be carried into execution until after the whole proceed» 
^ ings shall have been laid before tlie officer ordering the same. — 

4 article 89, every officer authorized to order a general court-martial, 
shall have power to pardon or mitigate any punishment by such court-martial, 
c. «xeept the sentence of death or of cashiering an officer, which, in cases where 
- he has authority to carry them into execution, he may suseExp, untit the 
< pleasure of the President of the United States can be known. ~ pec 
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. presence of their God and Saviour; yet this man, vauntingly:triumpha ig this 
_ ced, and his friends tell us, because he conquered at Orleans, we must for- 


' won on the 8th; on the 22d, the wretched militiamen were ordered for eyégu- 


"proceedings of the “General Court Martial 


tins orm eae John Jones, of the 24th Re pou n 
u e 


` hy being shot. The members regue 


Thus, then, Gen. Jackson had the power of suspending. these moat 
judgments, and mightthave susmirrep them to the President gf thé 
States, He did not choose to do so ; intoxicated with the military adulation 


= Wffewed wp to hint for the triumph on thé 8th January, on the very day before he 
' approached the threshold of the House of God, to appear witha 
> in offering up prayers, for the signal interposition of the God of [m 


ratefu,piple 

Aitlos to fior 
of our arms, hesigned the bloody warrant which sent these ur . iugis who 
‘sought for and were denied information by his own officers as to their. du a 
unanointed, unanealed, with all their imperfections on their heads, inte, the ^ — ' 


SE a 


t the impetuosity of his temper. He who never practised mercy’ 1 
‘the pote: he whose heart was steeled against the supplications of 
‘shall never receive at my hands political pardon. Oh, God!, ; 
‘rently did Washington shew his gratitude to heaven for the früaph of 
‘our arms at York. A general order of his opened the doors of tiie seii 
prisons, aud the wretched. inmates walked abroad, free and abagived, from 
temporal punishment; but Jackson's victory, like the idol of Juggernaut was 
worshipped with offerings of the blood of humanvictims.- The battle was 


ards 
> 


"tions on the 28th, the following persons. were ordéred to be shot. , : P 

Extract from the General Order, dated ** Adjutant General's Offioe, New- 

Orleans, January 28th, 1815, Head-Quarters; 7th Military Distrigt,”? on the 

held at Nas ville, on the 19th 

of October, 1814, aud continued by adjournment till the 25th of Nov. 1814.?] 
(EXTRACT.) | i 
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the sentence ol **"Death by shooting.” The Major 


the prisoner, Robert C. Ambrister, g 
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- When human life was. to be destroyed, respectful consideration far. the 
court-martial did not stay his interference with their decrees, nor prevent him 
executing a rescinded judgment; but when his own countrymen implored him 
to save their lives from the bloody doom of the court, his merciful sealing 
,, Were paralysed. by considerations of courtesy, respect, and deference for the 
' judgment of the court! He has interposed with their sega to slay, but 
,  Wever to save his fellow men. What contempt do his defenders shew for the 
judgment of the militia, by hoping to satisfy them with such puerile arguments! 
.. Cor. Porge, When Gen. Jackson's conduct in the Seminole campaign was 
: nomen in Congresa—when his whole public life was scrutinized, no charge 
was then made un him for the trial and execution of the six militia-men. 
^.PmivarE i np sir, that his whole public life was scrutinized. His dis- 
obedience of the orders of the Secretary of War, his usurpations of, the consti- 
‘tutional powers of Congress, by carrying the war into the territory of a neu- 
tral power; his ferocity in the execution of the Indian prophets, of Arbuth- 
nat and Ambrister, were alone the subject of legislative inquiry; the Creek 
war of 1814 was not embraced in the scope of that inquiry. 
Cor. Pork. His conduct was then ably vindicated by Mr. Adams, then 
Secretary of State. 

“Private. Is it possible. that you are so indiscreet as to refer to the, mag- 
nanimous conduct of Mr. Adams in reference to his yindication of General 
Jackson—a vindication that sustained Gen. Jackson, and averted the storm 
of public indignation that threatened to burst over his head, and notwithstand- 
ing the fresh recollections of the services rendered by him iti the salvation of 
‘New Orleans, promised to consign his memory to execration. A storm dis- 
pelled by the powerful mind and pen of that able, eloquent, and patriotic ci- 
wilian, and in return for which, because the House of Representatives dared 
.to prefer him as President, Gen. Jackson, with the fell spirit of the viper 
warmed into life by the kind attention of the countryman, has labored to sting. 
them topolitical death. But, sir, Mr. Adams, in all his correspondence, ne- 
ver alluded to this charge exhibited against General Jackson in relation to the 
the six militia-men. : 

, Cox. Porn. It did not occur to Mr. Madison that the sixmilitia-men had 
- been wrongfully tried and executed, or that they did not deserve their fate. 
PRIVATE: collect the time when the news of these executions must bave 
reached Washington ; it must have been when the whole nation was rejoicing 
at the victory of New Orleans; when it was singing loud hasannas to the vie- . 
ior; when, in the brilliancy of that achievement, a departure from humanity 
might have been overlooked ; and when it might have been considered as in- 
. cOnsistent with the national honor to exhibit facts painting the chieftain as a fe- 
rocious General, prodigal of the blood of his own citizens. But, sir, how did 
General Jackson know that Mr. Madison ** was too much of a philosopher : 
. that he could not look upon blood and carnage with indifference,” unless he 
had mildly expressed his disapprobation of the waste of human life that mark- 
ed the march of this unfeeling conqueror to victory. 
"Cor, Porx, if there was no other evidence of the utter falsehood of the 
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to the reprobition of the citizens of the United States. As you appear yain- 
fortned how these executions were first intruded on our notice, I will réad to 
- you what Mr, Benton Aii i s à B es 
p XTRACTS FROM Jesse BENTON. -` 
'& There were other executions which occured under his inilftary iia pagan! 
which are suppressed in the book. One of the scenés to which I allude, waa 
the execution of six militia men under circumstances calculated to éxeffe-th& 
utmost horror among a civilized and humane people. "These composed a y» 
of the drafted militia, who went out under the impression that they were only 
to serve three months. To satisfy all doubts in this respect, it 1s said, they 
procured the opinion of a Court Martial, at home, and the private opinion of ~ 
some of their officers, among whom, report states, that there was one pi aoe 
dier General of the Militia, previous to their marching for the army, oJ) of 
20hóm concurred in opinion that they were bound for only three months. At 
the expiration of this terni they returned home, were advertised as deserters, 
and on being advised that they had done wrong, went back five hundred miles, 
willingly and without being confined and forced back as criminals. Among 
these men was one preacher of the Gospel, and one youth under 21 years of 
age, who had fought bravely during two tours previously. At least three 
of the sia had families. ‘The soldiers who executed the sentence of the law, ` 
certainly aimed to miss the youth who had served the two tours of-duty before. 
Only one struck him near the hip. They were all considered dead, and the 
soldiers marched off. Some young officers happened, in indulging thet cn- 
riosity by looking at the slain, to discover the young man open an eye. 
** Here is one of them that winks an eye; he is not dead yet.” ** For Gods | 
sake, do not shoot me again," said the young soldier, who had been pretend- 
ing io be dead. The hour for their execution had pagsed, and Gen. Flom- ; 
noy dared to spare his life. He diedin three.or four days. These meh were 
poor and friendless. Their distressed wives and helpless chilfren werd feft 
" fo'sink under their load of misery, to mourn over their antimely and unnécós- 
sary cruel and inhuman death. Their General was all powerfils nee ni | 
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~ tongue of reproach wag silenced and the scene of blood is su 6n, 
or remembered only to be thought of, but not whispered to the prejudice of 
the would be President.” : 
I will not-say that the pen of Mr. Senator Benton is visible in the ADS | 
I pray you have patience a little longer, while fo enable you to decide if he 
contributed in ay degree to its production, I will read one more éxtratt- __ > 
** General Jackson got Eaton ta polish off his * Life of Jackson. | 2. 
veil must now come off, ` He shall stand as he is before the people. | 
colour too high, he has a host of active partizans to defend him, pube in 
nation would sink me; and as I make these statements before his face, hy ca 
sehd his cure at the same time to the world. General Jackson i» hof to be | 
shook by the weak and malignant effects of pive enemies. Before his'mi- 
itary fame added to his pride and strength, he would go all lenĝths tò rain 
those he hated. He has now arrayed, for the prosecution of his ambiti 
scheme, around him, that all is formidable in society, The pistol, thre da 
and the press are at hi$ command. ‘The yoke and ihe chains are ý 


presented tous. We rise to support all that is sacred pus esit < | 
a sound administration of our national affairs. We belong to thé ragga bd ' 
to no personal faction. We are for Crawford and Gallatts xt | 


E^ 
they are wige and honest politicians, “In the foregoing deling i 
character of General Jackson, I do not only $ oft ay wii ued 
the} feelings of chundreds, yes, thousands of most intelligent Vir^ 
men of Tennessee; I speak those sentiments which would the 
ihe columns of the Tennessee newspapers, were it nof {at th 
means have been adopted to subsidise some and to intimtaaty y 
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This statement: was too, bloody and inhuman io obtain the crédit of the | 
li American people; the author of it was unknown. Jt was deemed to bé the. 


praduction ofa mind distempered by political hatred ; yet à reférence to the:. 
official record shews that it was sketched in all its important particulars with ' 
a sacred regard to truth, and every other charge made in his. address, s6 far’. 

: as they have sincè become topics of public discussion, and proof has been ` 
Ai most conclusively established. : i Ros. ET 

E In an ill-fated hour the Nashville committee, charged with the defence of 
b General Jackson, obtained from his own bureau a copy of the trial of Harris, 

i and insulted the pride and humanity of the American people by publishing it, - 
t and a justificatory memoir during thé last susimer. The public cüriosity has 
T since been on the tiptoe, and the pious and .religious believe that thé hand of 


l God is in this developement; and that itisanother manifestation of his kind- 
* ness in order to arrest that mad military enthusiasm which hag. destroyed 
" every republic which heretofore existed. I trust that -yoti will now admit 
E. that every **intelligent and candid man? must admit that the executions of ~ 


the 6 militiamen were without authority of law, unprecedented and sangumary. 
‘When we next zonverse, I will ask you if General Jackson ought to have 
sanctiond the judgment of a court-martial, and carried it into execution by | 
ordering the men to be shot for going home, when their officers, who told them 
thatthere was no law to detain them, escaped such a severe doom, and to.re- 
concile this difference of treatment between officers and men, with the impos» 
ing, coaxing, and unfounded assumption that General Jackson is the tandi- 
date of the people. Te the candidate of the people who gives the people to 
- . death, while the aur escapes with mere degradation for a. like or a greater 
crime?! t. Since the days of the Roman republic, every demagogue who aimed 
6 at the supreme power, affected love for the people. The bloody Syla, the 
b artful Cataline, while they butchered their fellow citizens, modestly, patrioti- 
cally vaunted that they were the people's candidate. - 
or. Pore. The people of ‘Tennessee claim to be as morat and as humane 
as those of other sections of the Union, and yet they, the neighbors and ac- 
quaintances of these six unfortunate men, and the neighbors and acquaintances * 
of General Jackson, have never thought of censuring him for the approval of 
their sentence. -—X— 
Pevare. “This may bs trie: yet, Mr. Jesse Benton denies it. History, 
however, is not uninstructive as fo the delusions of public sentiment, which . 
leadsto the support of men who have been the instruments of unnecessary 
and profuse destruction of their fellow men. “ ‘The town and county of 
Somerset, though the scenes of Jefferies? (thè corrupt and bloody instrument 
of James) unparalelled butcheries, favored the cause of James.” | 
Personal attachment aud State pride may combine, in Tennessee; totast a 
mild shade overthese executions, but I, uniniluenced by such considera- 
tionis, cannot but believe that national honor, the cause of humanity, the se- 
curity of the humble citizen-soldier, cry aloud against the elevation of Gene- 
ral Jackson to that distinguished station, which demands from Hts encumbent, 
as easential to our happiness, mercy, experience, and an enlightened mind. 
The Military Committee have said * that the very fact of the jurors beiug 
their own officers, secured a sympathy for them, which conduced to a mer- 
cifal interpretation of their acts.” Never was there a more false deduction 
From facts. A Court Martial detached (by Colonel Pipkin, their commanding 
officer, at whose deer the men were arrested, who refused toinstrüct them 
as to their tour of duty, when asked so to do, the very witness against them} 
From those -rery officers whose "military pride was offended by these very 
P men [whom ie were to fry) retiring from their service, ut whom they 
bxc io pe for their disobedience of orders, is represented,-not only as 
* & febrdaid im y but even a svuraTHETIC Jury! Surely, sir, your friends, 


UM infaimated with the succtss héretofore attendant on your sophistries and mis- 
! : : dont have miis a ne that induces them to X are 
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Cor. Pose. In conclusion I have £o say, that General Jackson is the same 
mag Row, and E devoted to his country’s honor, that he was when he 
met and conquere j i 


between us, à TA 
‘Coz. Porn, It is a fair appeal, between us, to them, ‘ Truth is mighty 
and will prevail,” 


Privare. , The dialogue between Colonel Polk and myself having closed, i 


will now make an appeal to my fellow soldiers. The happiness £nd tho 
fate of a poopie are powerfuly influenced by thé ruling passion of those who. 
‘administer the government, The warrior te in scenes of blood 3nd car- 
nage and is led on imperceptibly, even when influenced by the purest motives. 
to encourage that state of national affairs which will enable him togather 
new military-glory, while the mild and pacific civilian seeks to avert the bor- 
Tams of war and £o. be immortalized in history, by adding fo the peace a bap- 
piness of the peaple and perpetuity of the Government.. I am for Mẹ lasts I 
am not for him whe has so lived, that it does seem that his only de ig in 
scenes of blood and. carnage, Read the annexed letters—they wilkinsttact 
yon as to the melancholy end of some of these men, and the wretched- 
ness brought on many of your fellow citizens by the cruel acts of Gene- 
ral Jackson, and deliberately bring your minds to that enquiring and ge- 
riots state of reflection, which becomes your duty to your Government, 
when you deliberate on the blessings you now receive from it, and those that 
it promises to unborn millions? Ask yourselves what are the ills produced. 
by the present national Administration? Does i£ not mpve one, 3n accordance 
with the wise, merciful, and provident policy ot Washington, Adama, Jeffer- 


son, Maddisson, and Monroe? Is it not in the hands of wise, patriotic states. ' 


men; preserving your peace abroad and adopting measures to unfold and fos- 
ter our domestic resources. To gratify the disappointed ambition of aspiring 
men, against whom the doors of honor and T have been constifutionally 
closed, are you willing and ready to elevate to the Presidency General Jack- 
son, uninstructed as to our foreign and domestic policy, uninformad of our 
lawa, and whose only ambition has been to gather iaurels as a military chief 
tain, in the prosecution of which, humanity, law, und the rights of his fellow 
citizens bhaye beer violated and their blood unnecessarily and profugely abcd. 
Hanns Case. From the Lexington Reporter,’ , /— |... 
[Late in the year 1813, my brother James enrolled himself ;.be was teen 


sixteen years old, and shortly after our house was burnt, and we toyed. qi — 


the Indian land, about eight miles from where we lived, to à salt petra cave, 
where my father had a farnace ta make petre, . Not long afterwards, Janes 
was drafted in his old company. Father thinking him fas young to- gp ilb. 
cut pretection, took the place of Samuel Sherrel, and went with hàm | q 
After they had served threes months. wy father, believing tbair tim, War 
out, and getting no” satisfaction from his aes came home, nof At ie gatis ge- 
er PPE um. 
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way; and every means was offered him to have done go, till the heat of pas- 
sion had subsided; but he refused, and frequently said that hé was conscious 
^d that for what they had done they could not be hurt, and'that he feared no- 
thing, even before the most prejudiced court martial, except one thing: that 
was a paper on which he had taken down the names of those that were 
going home, though he had no fears "from (Aat if they would give him justice. ° 

. i JOHN HARRIS.]. © * 

' ** Harris was a Baptist preacher, with a large family. Hs hired as a substi- 
tute for three months. This was the case with most of them. They were 
ignorant men, but obstinate in what they believed right, and what they had 
been told by their officers was right. They were all sure they could not he 
kept beyond three months, and they gave up their Muskets and provisions dealt 
wut to them, from the public stores, before they left the camp: This con- 
firmed their conviction that they wererightand doing what’was lawful. Col. 
Russel commanded at the execution, the militiamen were brought to the place 
in a large waggon, The military dispositions being made, Col. Russel rode up ~ 
io the waggon and ordered them to descend. Harris was the only one who 
betrayed feminine weakness. The awfulness of the occasion 5 his wife and 
! nine children, the parting with his son ; and the fear of a quickly approaching, 
. ignominous death, quite overcame him, and he sank in unmanly grief. No 
feeling of military pride could brace him up. 

*€ Col. Russel doubtless felt as a man, but he felt also for the pride of the 
army, and desired to animate the men, with fortitude. “You are about to die,” 
said he, by the sentence of 2 Court Martial—die like men, like soldiers. You 
have been brave in the field-—you have fought well; do no discredit to your 

++. céuntry or dishonor to the army or yourselves by any unmanly fears. Meet 
your fate with courage.” € 
(78 *€ Harris attempted to make some apology for his conduct, but while he 

^ spoke, wept bitterly. The fear of death, theidea that he shonld neveragain . 

behnid his wife and little ones, and his son weeping near him, had taken such 

«to éntire possession of his mind that it was impossible he should rally. 

* Lewis, the gallant Lewis, said in a clear and manly tone, ‘Colonel, I 4 
have served my country well—E love it dearly, and wonld, if Ycould,serve °” 
longer and better. I have fought bravely—yox know I have, and here I have 
a right to say so myself I would not wish to die, in this way-^"—1Iere big 
voice faltered, and he passed his right hand over his eyesz—** I did not expect 

- it: But [am now asfirm as I have been in battle, and you shall see that I will 
die as becomes a soldier. * You know Iam a brave man.” +t Yes, Lewis, 
said the Colonel; “you have always behaved like a brave man.” Other de- 
clarations were made, and other words of comfort spoken, but they were lost 
on me, my attention as an eye witness, being chieflydirected to Lewis. ** Six 
coflins were ranged as directed, and on each of them knelt one of our con- 
demned American Militia Men. Such a sight was never seen before! 1 trust te 

God itnever willbeseen again! Six soldiers were détailed and drawn out 

tofireat each num. — Whatan awful duty! Their white caps were drawn 

over the faces of the unhappy men. Harris evidently trembled, and I could 
almost persuade myself that the heart of Lewis was enlarged, and that hia 
bosom rose with manly courage to meet death. The fatalword was given 
and they all fell. 
“As we approached the scene of blood and carnage, Lewis gave signs of 
 dife-sthe rest were all dead—he crawled upon his coffin. After a lapse of a 
few minutes, he said, (1 give his very word,) “ Colonel!?*—the Colonel was 
lose to him—^** Colonel, h am not killed, but I am sadly cut and mangled.” à 
Iis body was now examined, and it was found that but four balls had wound- 

edhim. *'Colonel," said he, did I behave well?? ‘* Yes, Lewis,” said the . 

Colonel, in the kindgst tone of voice, “like a man.” : 

*6 Well, sir,” said he, “have I not atoned for the offence? Shall I not 

Hoe? The Colonel was much agitare, and ga orders that the. surgeon 
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should, if possible, pregetve bis life. ‘They did all that skill and humanity 
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could do—it was all of no-avail. Poor Lewis expressi a great desire to lives: i 
* npt,” said he, at one time, “that I fear death, but to repent me of some sins, | 
aud I desire to live yet a little longer in the world, and died on the fourth , 
day. He was a brave man, much beloved. He suffered twenty deaths. T x 
have seen thé big drops chase each other down his forehead with pain and an- 
guish, There was much sensibility and sympathy throughout the camp. I 1 
woüld not have, unjustly and unnecessarily, signed their death warrant for all 2 
the wealth of all the Indies. The soldiers detailed to shoot Léwis, had;from' í 
strong feelings of sympathy, or mistaken humanity, failed to shoot him; but, 
four balls entered his body. : 

ot An Eye Witness” appeals to Colonel Russel, who, he thinks, now lives ; 
in Alabama, for the perfect truth of this sketch, He does not fear but the , 
Colonel will keenly recollect, and faithfully depict, the horrors of the day on i 
e six Americans were shot to death under his command, but not by his 
orders. MN. gans 
; JOHN HARRIS'S LETTER TO IIS WIFE, [4zxrxnAT çorr} : 
[February the 20th 1815, Mobile, Fort Charlotte. 


| Dear wife. Y Take the oppertunity of Writing to you for the Last time, as T expect and is 
| | Well at présent thanks Be to God for his Mercys and T Hope these Lines May find you and all the 


f 


he 


Restin helth I Did not exspect to Have Had thia awful news,to awrote to you, Byt ny sentence 
is Com and to Morrow I hayeto encounter Death to Morrow by twelve ovlock whitch 18 an 
awful thing to thing of and I Know from your To me asa wife to a Husband Has been so Grate 

that it must Bea Greafto you and as such I wish you to Meet it with as much fortitude as poseable 
1 hope we shall meet again in the worlds above E wish you Do all you Can to Keep my Ehitüren 
together if passable James has promised me that He will Stay with you and Y Hope that my other 
TO sons, Charles and John will Do 2H. they Can to Keep ther Little Sisters and Bro'hera from, 
suffering I wish you as soon as James Returns te Moove into the settlements and Do the best you 
Can for it grievesme Hard to part with you “All But I must Resign to God and we Have to part 
* some time so I Hope you will Bring my Little son up in the fear of God and my Little Daugh- 
«ters aleo whicth from your Conduct I Have no Reagan to Doub: But my Lite Sons you are ; 
young and Grown into Life Becearful of what kind of Company you keep and never Bring yauv-. . 
selves to any Disgrace Learn in time of youth to Love Grace and Truth my mind is pestered and 
not write gx L could wish Remcber 12e to all inquiring fr ends so my D dear wife and Chil- 
dren, Y Bid you a Dien this from your Loving Husband and Father untel Death. 
Mrs. Polly Harriss. - JOHN HARRIS. 
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Case or Davin Hunt. NT. ; n 
I, James Hunt, of the County of Rutherford, and State of Tennessee, Te- 
. moved from the State of Virginia to this County in the year 1814, I am the 
. father of David Hunt, one of the ‘six militia-men? who were shot in the 
United States, army, in 1815. It has always been, and stillis my opinion, 
that my son did not deserve the death he suffered. Such confidence bad I in | 
him, that I thought him incapable of committing an act for which he might i 
deserve to die an ignominious death. . TEILS 
In the late war with great Britain, and with the Indians, I took great dem 
sure in equipping my son David, that he might éngage in the service of his 
‘country. He went as a volunteer with the dirst army that marched against ` 
ihe Creek Indians. J was highly gratified to hear that, in all the battles he - 
acted the part of a brave man, as well as that of an orderlysoldier, — ^ 
In 1814, my son became.one of the garrison stationed at Fort Lo. pus . He 
went there as'a substitute for another man. When he engaged wiih Sii wmm. 
- it was the understanding between them that the term of service oot] å 
at the end of three months. Accordingly, at the expiration of thie ei y 
. gon came home with several others, both officers and soldiers. My son eld - 
me he was advised by persons qualified, as he believed, to give advice on ` 
such occasions, that he could not be compelled to serve longer than Strenths, 


Soon after my son returned home, it was rumored that he- had dene 
wrong in eller ARTET: We reflected that it was possible he might have 
committed an r. 


I therefore immediately ‘equipped bim, with: suitable s 
clothing, and hé returned as early as lie conld to his post, withgai thè Teast 

apprehensidn of danger. On his return, however, he was taken BIN Reptin 
confinement until the 21st of February, 18153 of which day ho gua pari: to 
death- When I heard of Ins déesth I was greatl surprised; the intelligence 
was at unexpected. I moeit had been `a soldigr.had fo 1n the 
war of the revolution under Washington. "From;the little know T had 


. 
sarnane iwi we eite a E Meer cde o 


H 
. r 


we Fw s 


A 
e o Met EE A E AE o Loos ie ohh RO oe oo d 


MX 6 m o9 


Y 


* junction with Doctor Fore and others, I handed about a petition for a pardon, which was signed as 1 


acquired of military degue under this beloved General, I thought there 
would be no danger in®hy son's retarning.to his post, and acknowledging 
his error, if he committed one. JAMES HUNT. 

Signed in presence of Jolin Hoover, W. H. Robertson, Thomas Dunaway, 
James Wade, John Matthews, William Matthews. 


/ , Case or Joux Woops. 
State of Tennessce, Franklin County, February 11, 1853 
Being requested to state what know ofthe cirenmatances, attending the trial and exeeution of John — 
Woods at Fort Strother, during the Inte warin the Creek Nation, hereby certify that John Wooda 
joined the army at Fayetteville, about the 22d January, 1814, as a subatitute in place of Will Ro- 
er, wha was a volunteer: and continued from that time until he was arrested, to mess with mein 
the sume tent. Wonds was about eighteen years old at thig tirne, and was the youngest child of 
his aged parents, who were then, and had been for somè time, living near neighbors to wa, Ihave 
geen and examined the certificate of Thomas Couch anl Robert, Ferguson relativa to this same 
matter. [was not present at the dispute which took place between Major Camp and Woods, but 
immediately afterwards heard the circumstances detailed by various personsinthe same manner 
asstated by Mr. Couch and Mr. Ferguson. At the time of the quarrel Y was iù the Fort near the 
tent of General Jackson, and was present when a runner came from Major Camp to inform the 
General that a man had mutinied; the General immediately rushed out ofthe Fort, and I followed 
him; when out, he commenced cursing and swearing, and asked which was thé man and Woods 
was pointed to him; who was then walking «in a straight direction to bis guard fire; Jackson still 
continued cursing and repeatedly and m great rage, reiterated shoot the damned raseal ! shoot the 
damned rascal!!! Woods by thi time was approaching near to his guard fire, when Jackson 
commanded the guard, still ina great rage, to blow ten balls through the damned rascal! As 
soon as Wood approached the guaard he gave ap his ganand surrendered himself prisoner. The 
General also bemeaned and abused the officer ofthe guard for uot obeying bis orders. Woods 
was immediately put in irons, and A to, and kept under guard ia the 39th Regiment, but 
was not kept long ironed ast understood. ; 
After some days the friends of Woods, among whom was his brother, became uneasy at his de~ 
tention in confinement, but without any apprehension of the sad catastrophe «hich waa to follow. 
T was requested to speak to General Jackson, and accordingly I did so, and requested that his trist 
should ke brought om soon, as we were all desirous, as he was a mere youth, that he might be 
pes among bis friends again, and if there was a punishment; let bim receive it and return te 
isduty. "Che General said that the ciae was 4 serious one, but he could have the opportunity of 
enlisting. 1 returned and consulted with his friends about it; and they opposed ilet very 
strongly. -After some further delay Theard part of a conversation between General Jackson and 
an officer, who I believe was Captain of the Rangers, (Captain Hannard,) in which conversation the 
Gencral told him that he must be in order on acertain day-to set on the Court Martial ofa fellow 
who had mutined, aud who he expected would have to be shot. The officer appeared very reluc- 
tant to act: neither did hesit on the trial. From hearing this conversation [beeame very uneasy, > 
and got feave of the officers of his guard to carry Woods his victuals which was generally cooked 
$n our mess, while with Woods Ipersuaded him to enlist, as J was fearful of the event from what 
lhad lieatd; the prisoner appenred to acquiesce, and Lleft him, but when Y told his other frieads 
whatI had done, they oppad it violently, stating that Jackson knew that he could not hurt hin 
for what he had done, and only wanted to scare him to enlist, and gratify their spite in thatway, 
From. this timeuntif his trial took place nothing puru tomani, and ont greatest npeasiness 
was at his long confinement. [thinkit was on the 12th day of March, that E heard his tril was 
progressing; Í went to the spot but was not permitted to enter within the lings of the guard; the 
court martial was then in session between two tents, and Woods was seated oight or ten pases off 
on some logs, withoutany friend or adviser or counsel to defen bim, -Golonel John Williams, of 
East Vennessee, wasacting as I understood, as Judge Advocate against Yim, as he was making a 
speech, and reating passages from books; and E think Lieutenants Parish, Davis and Ensign Hall, — ,' 
were the court martial; if there were any witnesses ealled-to testity in hisbehal Ido notknow — 5 
it, neither do I believe it; after looking a while my heart then yearned for what I then considered — 
was the perilous situation of the boy, and 1 turned away and left the place andhetrd nothing — ^ - 
mere of his fate, until next day from ten to twelve o'clock, it was read in the general orders San 
that Woods was to be shotat 12 o’clock next day oe) Sovun after this I received intelligence — " 
that Woods wished me to goand stay with him, until he left the world, but before I went, in con- 
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aide di and believed by most ofthe officers of the army, and Y anderstood also by the Court Mnr- 
tials Y was present when these petitions were handed to the General, but whether they were hand. 
ed y orae f or some other person I do not recollect. 

After some general conversation on the subject, Fappronched the general, and told him that the 
pene had requested me to go and stay with him untd his death; this the General did not refuse; 

ut before I started 1 made another effort to obtain hig pardon. Lb the General to take into 
consideration his ica iocur sud inexperiensc, tat he had left behind him two aged parents, 
who depentled upon him for their support and comfort in their Tag Cand that such a death 
would cause them great sorrow and distress, The General replied tha be, yas sorry for pu 
ents, and that there had bean several cases before appronching to mutiny ihe oampa, that t 
was heed of au diaráple, amd, suid he, by the Eternal God he must be the exaaaple, for he myst die, 
I left him and went to the prisoner, where I staid oanl tae gaa enoe to take him to his death. 

I will further remark that at the request of the prisoner I wrote down a stat of his feelings, 
and his last Mee his father and mother, and sent them ina letter fo my serie, and the public _ 
ave nt Ubarty to zae 
On the news of the death of her son, old Mrs. Woods (as I have been 
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